THE CHANGING EAST

organised as a European state. The success of
their scheme will involve inevitably the raising of
the present Arab population to their own material
level, only a little after themselves in point of time,
and the consequences might be of the highest
importance for the future of the Arab world. It
might well prove a source of technical supply
rendering them independent of industrial Europe,
and in that case the new confederation might
become a formidable element of world power.
However, such a contingency will not be for the
first or even for the second generation, but it
must be borne in mind in any laying out of
foundations of empire in Western Asia. These
to a very large extent must stand or fall by the
course of the Zionist effort, and by the course of
events in Russia.

It is curious how with each modification of the
condition of Russia her potential influence has
steadily increased in South-Western Asia. Since
the Czarist days Russia has been sole arbiter of
Northern Asia, from the Black Sea to the China
Sea, and so large a proportion of her bulk lies in
Asia that there is real reason for considering her
revolution an Asiatic phenomenon. It has at
least a very strong Asiatic importance, and may
well yet do for Asia what the kindred revolution
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